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CONPIDENTIAL THE HAGUE 3266 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EPIN MPOL NATO NL 

SUBJECT: THREE PERCENT DEPENSE RISE APPROVED 
REF: (A) THE HAGUE 3024, (B) THE HAGUE 2910 

1. THE SECOND CHAMBER DEFEATED ON JUNE 13 A MOTION CALLING 
ON THE GOVERNMENT TO REVERSE ITS DECISION TO INCREASE 
DEPENSE SPENDING BY THREE PERCENT. THE GOVERNMENT HAS THUS 
WON PARLIAMENTARY SUPPORT POR ITS DECISION, ALTHOUGH IT HAD 
BEEN CRITICIZED BY LABOR AND OTHER OPPOSITION MEMBERS IN THE 
SECOND DHAMBER FOR HAVING ANNOUNCED THE INCREASE ON THE EVE 
OP THE NATO SUMMIT IN WASHINGTON IN ORDER TO AVOID A 
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE. (UNDER THE PREVIOUS DEN UYL GOVERNMENT, 
DEPENSE SPENDING HAD BEEN PROJECTED TO INCREASE AT SLIGHTLY 
MORE THAN TWO PERCENT.) 

2. THIS IS THE SECOND TIME IN RECENT WEEKS THAT THE VAN AGT 
CABINET HAS RECEIVED PARLIAMENTARY SUPPORT ON AN IMPORTANT 
DEPENSE ISSUE (THE OTHER WAS THE MAY DECISION ON THE NUCLEAR 
ROLE POR THE LANCE MISSILE). HOWEVER, THE SUPPORT IS VARIED 
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AT THE EDGES AND CANNOT NECESSARILY BE COUNTED ON TO APPROVE 
ADDITIONAL MEASURES IN SUPPORT OP NATO OBJECTIVES. IN THE 
LANCE VOTE (REP B), THREE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS CROSSED OVER 
TO VOTE WITH THE OPPOSITION AND THE VOTE CARRIED BECAUSE OP 
SUPPORT FROM THE SMALLER CONSERVATIVE PARTIES. 

3. THE MOTION, WHICH WAS SUBMITTED BY PORMER DEFENSE MINISTER 
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STEMERDINK, RECEIVED LABOR PARTY BACKING, WITH THE EXCEPTION 
OP PORMER MINISTER OP POREIGN APPAIRS VAN DER STOEL. THIS 
COURAGEOUS STAND BY VAN DER STOEL REENPORCES AGAIN HIS POSITION 
AS AN ATLANTICIST (SEE THE HAGUE 2193) AND PLACES HIM MORE 
THAN EVER AT ODDS WITH HIS PARTY. 

BROWN 
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